
Talk to someone at least one generation older than you about 
their personal experiences with waste disposal, and compare 
and contrast these experiences with your own. 

Be as wide-ranging as you want but be sure to specifically 
incorporate at least 3 of the following topics: (Even though we 
have not covered some of the topics, they are pretty self-
explanatory) 
 

History of Waste Disposal • Landfills  • Incineration  
Hazardous Waste • Legislation • Environmental Justice 

Recycling • Composting • Reuse 
 
How did your subject dispose of their discards? Why did they 
do it this way? What are their experiences and opinions about 
these topics? What changes have they observed, and why do 
they (and you) think they occurred? What has not changed? 
Can you draw any conclusions based on  differences in 
economic status, rural v. urban areas, state laws, etc? Did  they 
compost? Did they recycle? How did they deal with hazardous 
waste  (batteries, motor oil, household cleaners, paint)? What 
was the general  ethos of waste disposal in their time? E.g. was 
your interviewee concerned  about waste or were resources 
considered to be inexhaustible? Did they feel  any sort of moral 
responsibility for safeguarding the earth? Has their opinion  in 
this regard changed? 
 
The list above should offer ample material for discussion, but if 
you find you  are running really low on material you can 
interview another relative or  friend. Be creative!  
 
Don’t forget to ANSWER THE QUESTION! This question is not 
meant to elicit technical and impersonal histories of waste 
disposal! It is supposed to be specific to the experience of two 
people: you and your interviewee. Name the person you spoke 
with and list their approximate age.  
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